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AVID 
________________________________________________ 
AVID  
(Elective Credit)  
Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This program prepares students in the academic middle for 
four-year college eligibility.  It has a proven track record in bringing out the best in 
students and in closing the achievement gap.  AVID stands for Achievement Via 
Individual Determination.  It is a four year support program for students planning 
on going directly to a four-year college or university. 

________________________________________________________________ 

AVID SENIOR SEMINAR  
Meet UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite:  Completion of at least 1 year of AVID and instructor approval  
 
DESCRIPTION:  AVID Senior Seminar is the culminating year of the AVID 
PROGRAM.  In addition to providing academic instruction and support to 
students; motivating students to seek a college education; increasing coping 
skills, giving students entry-level college skills; and, increasing students’ level of 
career awareness, Senior Seminar also assists students with preparing college 
essays and applications and applying for scholarships.   
 
Note:  For AVID SENIOR SEMINAR to qualify as a University of California g-
elective student must also successfully complete AVID in the junior year. 
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
AVID TUTORS  
(Elective Credit)  
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite:  Recommendation required 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Must be Advanced Student and Tutor Trained 

 

 ___________________________________________________________  
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 APPLIED ARTS AND BUSINESS 

ACADEMY 

________________________________________________ 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS AND KEYBOARDING 
(Elective Credit)  
Grade: 9 – 11 
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to teach students correct touch 
technique keyboarding while learning the software applications to create and 
modify spreadsheets, databases, word-processing documents, and multimedia 
projects most widely used today in school and businesses. Students will also 
learn to create and modify spreadsheets, databases, word-processing 
documents, and multimedia projects.  The goal of the class is to provide students 
with the computer skills needed for future academic and/or professional success. 
 

COMPUTER GRAPHICS  
(Elective Credit)  
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Computer Applications with a “C” or 
better or met district computer competency  
 
DESCRIPTION:  This class is an advanced computer course focusing on graphic 
design applications.  Students will use illustration and drawing software to create 
a variety of professional designs including logos, flyers, posters, and signs.  This 
course will also introduce photograph and image editing software utilizing 
sophisticated painting tools, filters, and masking capabilities allowing students to 
produce graphics suitable for a wide range of multi-media applications. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY I  
(Elective Credit) 
Grade: 10 
Full Year – Two Terms  
Prerequisite: Acceptance into the Mesa Verde Business Academy 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This introductory course is designed to give students a broad 
understanding of the field of small business entrepreneurship and the role that 
entrepreneurship plays in society.  It is organized around a practical model single 
product business that students develop and run in the second term.  Students will 
get to think and act in a creative manner, obtain exposure to local small business 
owners, assess their potential for entrepreneurial careers and develop attitudes 
and skills that will be useful in any future academic and/or professional endeavor.  
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
VIRTUAL ENTERPRISE formerly BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY II  
(Elective Credit) 
Full Year – Two Terms  
Grade: 11 
Prerequisite: Acceptance into the Mesa Verde Business Academy.  This class 
meets district graduation requirements for Economics. 
 
DESCRIPTION:  In this course the student uses the basics of entrepreneurship 
learned in Business Technology I to seasonally open, operate, and seasonally 
close a student store.  The course draws from “traditional” entrepreneurial 
thinking utilizing marketing, finance, production, public relations, and human 
resources.  Students will apply economic principles to their practical model while 
fulfilling their Economics requirement.  Local small business owners will also 
mentor the students.  
________________________________________________________________ 
BUSINESS ENTREPRENEURSHIP  
(Elective Credit)  
Grade: 11 
Prerequisite: 
 
DESCRIPTION:  In this course the student uses the basics of entrepreneurship 
learned in Business Technology I to open and operate the Student Recycling 
Center. The course draws from “traditional” entrepreneurial thinking utilizing 
marketing, finance, production, public relations, and human resources.  Students 
will apply economic principles to their practical model while fulfilling their 
Economics requirements. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
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SMALL BUSINESS ENTREPRENEURSHIP  
(Elective Credit)  
Grade: 12 (over 16 years of age) Period: 4 only  
Prerequisite:   
 
DESCRIPTION:  This fall term only ROP course teaches students the 
opportunities and limitations related to starting a business; legal forms of 
business ownership, risk management, how to plan a market survey and 
strategy, prepare a financial plan and how to choose a business location.  
Students are placed into community internships during the second block 
semester.  
________________________________________________________________________
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Language Arts 
 
 
 
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
ENGLISH 1 
(English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 9   
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The English 1 classes cover the basics of language, literature 
and written composition as a preparation for the sequential English curriculum. 
The class covers the genre of literature, the rules of language, the conventions of 
grammar, the mechanics of writing, as well as many of the facets of narrative and  
expository writing. 
________________________________________________________________ 
HONORS ENGLISH 1  
(English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU  A-G requirements  
Grade: 9 
 
Prerequisite:  Students should be reading and writing at or above standard and 
have recommendation of teacher. 
________________________________________________________________ 
ENGLISH 2  
(English Credit) 
 Meets UC/CSU  A-G requirements  
Grade: 10   
Prerequisite: English 1  
 
DESCRIPTION:  English 2 emphasizes the learning of writing variation, sentence 
combining, verbal, parallel structure, vocabulary and the correct use of basic 
grammar skills including punctuation, capitalization and spelling. Students are 
expected to write various types of expository essays including descriptive, 
comparison and contrast and argumentative. In addition, sophomore English 
emphasizes a thorough understanding of literature through the reading of novels, 
short stories, poetry and drama.  
_____________________________________________________________ __  
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HONORS ENGLISH 2  
(English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 10   
Prerequisite: A minimum of a B- in both semesters of Honors English 1.  
Students should be reading and writing at or above standard and have 
recommendation of teacher.  
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course will provide students with an understanding of 
archetypes in literature as they manifest themselves in different genre; the 
novel, drama, poem, short story and essay.  Using four basic archetypal motifs 
that appear in literature in all times and places, students will discover that rather 
than simply entertainment, literature is an expression of society’s deepest 
concerns and most far-reaching visions.  The course also emphasizes an 
understanding of the elements of good writing: clarity of purpose, coherence, 
unity, and completeness both in the literature that students read and in the 
compositions that they write.  
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
ENGLISH 3 (English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade:11   
Prerequisite: English 2 or Honors English 2 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The students study important literary works by American 
authors to understand the evolution of American thought and our own national 
character. The works of these authors are studied not only as reflections of 
American thought in all its variety, but also as examples of good literary 
craftsmanship. Composition, grammar, usage, vocabulary and spelling are areas 
of concentration.  
  

ENGLISH 4   
(English Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU  A-G requirements  
Grade: 12  
Prerequisite: English 3 or Honors English 3 
 
DESCRIPTION:  All students need continuing education in language arts. By the 
senior year in high school, students have been provided instruction in most 
aspects of this discipline. The senior English class provides students the 
additional opportunity to acquire language skills and knowledge which they may 
not have learned, and additionally, and just as important, the opportunity to 
explore the ways that the skills and knowledge will have practical application in  
their lives.  
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
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AP ENGLISH LITERATURE 4  
(English  Credit) 
Grade 12  
Prerequisite: Students should be proficient or advanced in all language arts 
areas and should have teacher recommendation.   
 
DESCRIPTION: Advanced Placement Literature  and Composition is designed to 
prepare students for the AP English and Literature Examination.  The class will 
provide college level critical reading, writing, and analytical skills.  Students will 
read a variety of novels, short stories, plays, and poetry with a focus on 
understanding and interpreting each author’s unique style, use of literary devices, 
and universal themes,.  In class discussions, essays, and AP practice tests will 
help students to prepare for the rigors of college assignments and in class 
examinations.  In order to have sufficient literary background for the AP Exam, 
students should first complete World Literature in the fall.  
  

WORLD LITERATURE 
(Elective Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade 12 
Prerequisite: English 3 or Honors English 3,w/AP English Literature  
 
DESCRIPTION:  World Literature is designed to prepare students for college 
level reading, writing and literary analysis.  It is taught as a precursor to 
Advanced Placement English in order to provide AP English students with the 
broad literary base required for the AP English Literature and Composition Exam.  
Students will read and analyze a variety of plays, short stories, and novels from a 
variety of philosophical and cultural explorations.  Upon completion of World 
Literature in the fall, students are expected to enroll in AP English for the spring. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

SPEECH 
(Elective Credit)  
Grades 9-12  
Prerequisite:  None 
 

DESCRIPTION:  Students will explore how the communication process affects 
our daily lives.  You’ll learn to outline research and write effective speeches on 
five “real world” assignments.  Students will also research a current controversial 
topic to debate.  After listening to one another’s speeches, students will write 
critiques to discuss positive and constructive criticism.  Overall, Mesa’s speech 
and debate class incorporates outcome based projects to aid students in 
preparing for their future. 

 ______________________________________________________________  
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DEBATE  
(Elective Credit) 
Grades 9-12  
Prerequisite:  Speech  
 
DESCRIPTION:  We will explore the art of debate through research and team 
preparation.  You will learn how to argue both sides of a topic in at least 3 
debates teaming with new partners each time. You will learn the most effective 
ways to present an argument and class time to research your topic.  We will 
begin with a demonstration speech followed by a speech of information with 
musical artists in the mid-twentieth century as our topics.  If you're an aspiring 
lawyer, or just one who likes to win an argument, this elective is for you. 
 

______________________________________________________________________  

READING SUPPORT  
(Elective Credit) 
Grade 9 
Prerequisite:  None 
 

DESCRIPTION:  Reading Support is designed to strengthen essential reading, 
writing, and study skills required for success in high school. Students will build 
reading comprehension and word analyses, strategies, so that they can 
understand and utilize content area textbook and other written materials. 
Students are selected for this class by evaluation and STAR testing and other 
variables which determine ninth grade readiness for high school. 

 

______________________________________________________________________  

YEARBOOK  
(Elective Credit)  
Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisite: Instructor and Counselor approved.  
 
DESCRIPTION:  Emphasis is placed on the pre-press production of the school’s 
yearbook.  Students learn concepts of scholastic journalism, desktop 
publications, marketing, advertising, fund raising, photography, writing, and 
working with deadline schedules.  Students are required to interact with all 
segments of the school and local community and are responsible for working in a 
professional manner with all community members and yearbook publishers.  

______________________________________________________________________  
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
 
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
FRENCH 1  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement) 
Grades: 9-12  
 

DESCRIPTION:  The objective of this class is basic proficiency in listening, 
speaking, writing and reading skills in French.  Students will learn how to ask and 
answer questions through practice with partners, in small groups and as a whole 
class.  Students will write short paragraphs about themselves and their 
family/friends.  They will also write and present short skits and projects that 
develop their French language skills.  They will develop knowledge of the culture 
and geography of the French-speaking world.  
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

FRENCH 2  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement)  
Grades: 9-12  
Prerequisite:  "C" grade or better in French 1 
  

DESCRIPTION:  Students gain greater confidence and control of the language.  
New grammatical structures and vocabulary are introduced and the students use 
their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills from French 1 to build and 
increase their knowledge of the French language.  Skits, dialogues, video and 
audio materials, group projects and writing projects are utilized to dramatically 
increase the student’s abilities and knowledge of the French language and 
French-speaking culture.  
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
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FRENCH 3  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU  A-G requirement)  
Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in French 2 
 

DESCRIPTION:  Students will improve their speaking, listening, reading and 
writing skills through skits, group readings and discussions, songs and films.  
French grammar and vocabulary are emphasized and students will write weekly 
compositions that incorporate new vocabulary and grammar concepts.  There will 
be reading and presentation projects about cultural events in the French-
speaking world and the student will prepare one project independently during the 
course. 
________________________________________________________________ 

FRENCH 4  
(Foreign Language Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grades: 10-12   
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in French 3.  
 

DESCRIPTION:  This class emphasizes conversation, current events, history, art 
and culture throughout the French-speaking world in the French language. 
Emphasis continues to be placed on proficiency in speaking, listening, reading 
and writing skills.  Grammar and vocabulary will be reviewed in a dynamic 
French-speaking atmosphere.  There is a final project required, which will 
showcase the student’s proficiency in French.  

 

AP FRENCH  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grades: 11-12   
Prerequisite:  “B” grade or better in French 3 or 4 (or teacher approval in special 
circumstances) 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The AP French course is a full immersion class and the 
students are expected to speak French.  The AP students have a schedule of 
work that needs to be completed each week.  The AP students must work 
independently at times and are expected to be proactive in the learning process. 
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
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Spanish I  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grades: 9-12   
 
DESCRIPTION:  First year Spanish students are introduced to the basic sound 
system of the language, and learn to reproduce those sounds both orally and in 
writing. The present tense for AR, ER, and IR verbs are introduced along with 
some stem-changing verbs.  Important foundations are laid upon which the 
grammatical structures of the language are built. Listening comprehension and 
simple verbal response to given stimuli are primary objectives of the level.   
Geography, foods, music and some cultural differences are taught at this level.  
________________________________________________________________ 
Spanish 2  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grades: 9-12   
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in Spanish 1.  
 
DESCRIPTION:  In Spanish 2 the major body of the Spanish past tense (preterit 
and imperfect) grammar system is covered. Particular emphasis is placed upon 
listening skills and review of the Spanish I concepts along with vocabulary 
building and the practical use of increasingly complicated structures.  
________________________________________________________________ 
Spanish 3  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grades: 10-12   
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in Spanish 2.  
 
DESCRIPTION:  In this first year of advanced Spanish students complete the 
study of all verb tenses, the three "moods" of the language, and the remaining 
grammatical points. Reading assignments are longer and vocabulary increases 
dramatically. The major portion of each class is conducted in Spanish and 
students are encouraged to speak the language at every opportunity, both inside 
and outside of class.  
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
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Spanish 4  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grades: 11-12   
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in Spanish 3.  
 
DESCRIPTION:   Students who have attained measurable proficiency in the use 
of the language may proceed to advanced levels in which almost all of the 
linguistic skills are reinforced through concentrated practice. Students are 
required to practice all the seven simple tenses and many compound verb 
tenses.  We speak Spanish almost exclusively with the exception of some 
complex grammar explanations.  Short stories build vocabulary and a video 
series reinforces and builds vocabulary and stimulates interest.  Oral 
presentations and written papers reflect the student’s growing skills and 
confidence with expression and mastery of more advanced grammatical 
concepts.  
________________________________________________________________ 
AP Spanish  
(Foreign Language Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement  
Grades: 11-12  
Prerequisite:  “B” grade or better in Spanish 3 and 4 (or teacher approval in 
special circumstances) 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This AP Spanish Language course is taught almost exclusively 
in Spanish.  We encourage all students throughout their Spanish studies to 
speak Spanish with their peers and teachers.  This course is designed to 
complete the text begun in Spanish 3 (Chapters 1-7) on a 4x4 block schedule 
and continued in Spanish 4 (Chapters 8-14)/AP.  The curriculum is essentially 
the same for both levels, but the AP Spanish students are required to do longer 
writing assignments, read additional short stories, selected readings from novels 
and write reports and responses to questions about the additional literature.  The 
AP students must also do more intensive grammar practice to prepare them to 
do the AP Exam. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
 
 
 

 
 ______________________________________________________________  
ALGEBRA 1A  
(Math Credit)  
Grade: 9  
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  In this two-semester course, students will study the first half of 
Algebra 1 and its application to the real world. Students will be required to 
demonstrate proficiency in the content in order to pass the course.  Symbolic 
reasoning and calculations with symbols are central in Algebra. Through the 
study of Algebra, a student develops an understanding of the symbolic language 
of mathematics and the sciences. In addition, algebraic skills and concepts are 
developed and used in a wide variety of problem-solving situations. The 
standards for this course come from the California Algebra 1 Mathematics 
Standards as approved by the California Board of Education. The curriculum for 
this course prepares students for both the annual state testing and the High 
School Exit Exam. High School students who pass the course with a “D” or better 
will receive 10 credits in mathematics.  
 
_____________________________________________________________  
Algebra 1B 
(Math Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU “C” requirements  
Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisite:  Must pass this course to graduate from high school 
 
DESCRIPTION:  In this two-semester course, students will study the second half 
of Algebra 1 and its application to the real world. Students will be required to 
demonstrate proficiency in the content in order to pass the course.  Symbolic 
reasoning and calculations with symbols are central in Algebra. Through the 
study of Algebra, a student develops an understanding of the symbolic language 
of mathematics and the sciences. In addition, algebraic skills and concepts are 
developed and used in a wide variety of problem-solving situations.  The 
standards for this course come from the California Algebra 1 Mathematics 
Standards as approved by the California Board of Education. The curriculum for 
this course prepares students for both the annual state testing and the High 
School Exit Exam. Students who earn a C or better in both semesters will be 
prepared for Geometry. High School students who pass the course with a “D” or  
better will receive 10 credits in higher mathematics.  
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
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P/S (PLANE & SOLID) GEOMETRY 
(Math Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grades: 9-12  
Prerequisite:  "C" grade or better in Algebra 1A and 1B  
 
DESCRIPTION:  Students will study Geometry and its application to the real 
world.  Students will be required to demonstrate proficiency in the content to pass 
the course. Aside from learning these skills and concepts, students will develop 
their ability to construct formal, logical arguments and proofs in geometric  
settings and problems.  
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
ALGEBRA 2  
(Math Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU “C” requirements 
Grades: 9-12  
Prerequisite:  "C" grade or better in Algebra 1B  

DESCRIPTION:  This discipline complements and expands the mathematical 
content and concepts of Algebra 1 and Geometry.  Students who master Algebra 
2 will gain experience with algebraic solutions of problems in various content 
areas, including the solution of systems of quadratic equations, logarithmic and 
exponential functions, the binomial theorem, and the complex number system. 

________________________________________________________________ 
AP STATISTICS  
(Math Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU  A-G requirement 
Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  Grade of “B” or higher in Algebra 2 and “C” or higher in Geometry 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This one year course is designed to teach the students the 
basics of Statistics.  Proper methods of collecting, analyzing, displaying and 
drawing conclusions from real life data will be taught.  In addition to normal tests, 
evaluation will be based on individual and group projects.  
  

TRIGONOMETRY 
(Math Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU  A-G requirement 
Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  “C” or better in Algebra 2 and “C” in Geometry 
 
DESCRIPTION:  In this two semester course, students will study Trigonometry 
and its application to the real world.  Students will be required to demonstrate 
proficiency in the content to pass the course.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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PRE-CALCULUS 
(Math Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU  “C” requirement 
Grades 11-12  
Prerequisite:  "C" grade or better in Algebra 2 and “C” in Geometry.  

 

DESCRIPTION:  This course builds on topics originally taught in Algebra 2.  
These concepts are expanded upon and there is a heavy focus on trigonometry 
and trigonometric identities.  In this two-semester course, students will study Pre-
Calculus and its application to the real world.  Students will be required to 
demonstrate proficiency in the content to pass the course. This discipline 
combines many of the trigonometric, geometric, and algebraic techniques 
needed to prepare students for the study of Calculus and strengthens their 
conceptual understanding of problems and mathematical reasoning in solving 
problems.  These standards take a functional point of view toward those topics.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS/AB  
(Math Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU  “C” requirement 
Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: “C” grade or better in Pre-calculus for entry to AB Calculus.  
 

DESCRIPTION:  Topics include limits, derivatives and integrals of algebraic, 
trigonometric and transcendental functions. Emphasis will be placed on 
preparation for the AP Calculus Test, which is optional.  These are considered 
honors courses for admission to most universities, and upon passage of the AP 
Calculus Test may receive college credit.  

________________________________________________________________ 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS/BC  
(Math Credit)  
Meets UC/CSU  “C” requirement 
Grades:11-12   
Prerequisite: "C" grade in AP Calculus for entry to BC Calculus.  
 

DESCRIPTION:   This course will review and expand on all Calculus AB topics.  
New topics will include polar and parametric, differentiation and integration, and 
improper integrals.  

Emphasis will be placed on preparation for the AP Calculus Test, which is 
optional.  These are considered honors courses for admission to most 
universities, and upon passage of the AP Calculus Test may receive college 
credit.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 ______________________________________________________________  
PE 1 
(Physical Education Credit) 
Grade: 9 
Prerequisite: None  

 

DESCRIPTION: Core program for Freshman PE students.  The course will 
include fundamental skills and knowledge of team sports, fitness, water safety, 
and an introduction to individual sports. Freshman must take a 3-4 week course 
called “Fitness for Life” as part of PE.  

________________________________________________________________ 

 PE 2 
 (Physical Education Credit) 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Completion of PE 1 
                       Must pass this course to graduate from high school 

 

DESCRIPTION:   This program is designed to give the students the opportunity 
to acquire and/or improve skills and knowledge to participate in a combination of 
racket sports, aquatics, and traditional and nontraditional physical education 
activities.  

________________________________________________________________ 

WEIGHT TRAINING  
(PE Elective Credit) 
Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Completion of PE 1 & 2  

 

DESCRIPTION:   This program is designed to improve the overall strength and 
fitness through the use of weights, apparatus, running and agility activities. 
Students will be given the opportunity to acquire and/or improve skills and 
knowledge necessary to participate in these activities.  

________________________________________________________________ 
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PE (BOWLING) 
(PE Elective Credit)  
Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Completion of PE1&2  
 
 DESCRIPTION:   This class is located off campus at Fireside lanes.  It is a Fee 
class.  Students will bowl at Fireside lane daily, and will compete in a league 
setting.  Students will learn the history of the sport, and how to keep score and fill 
out re-cap sheets.          

(Must provide own transportation) Fee required 

_____________________________________________________________ 

LIFETIME SPORTS  
(PE Elective Credit)   
Grade:  10-12                     
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of PE 1&2 
 

DESCRIPTION:  This class provides opportunity to engage in life-long fun 
fitness.  Students will participate in the planning of units in this class.  These 
activities may include football, soccer, volleyball, basketball, softball, team 
handball, and Ultimate Frisbee, bowling, roller skating, tennis, walking, golf.  
History, technique, tactics will be taught in a dynamic interpersonal environment.  
The purpose of this class is to expose students to a variety of activities so that 
they will find one they will want to participate in for life! 

_____________________________________________________________ 
BODY CONDITIONING/ADVANCED PE   
(PE Elective Credit)  
Grade:  10-12 
Prerequisite:  Permission of Athletic Director 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Advanced conditioning class designed for athletes on 
interscholastic varsity teams.  
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CAREERS WITH CHILDREN PROGRAM 
 
 
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
(Elective Credit)  
Grade 10-12  
Prerequisite:  Must be at least 16 yrs. old 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to prepare the students to be student 
teachers in the onsite preschool lab in our classroom. There will be an over view 
of child development from birth through preschool age. Once the preschool is 
open, students will be in 1 of 2 groups rotating in and out of the preschool.  
Preschool days are:  Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 8:15am – 11am.  
Thursday is time for evaluation of the week’s lesson as well as clean up the 
classroom.  Fridays are reserved for organizing a preparing the lessons for the 
following week.  The fast pace of the preschool requires the students to be either 
teaching or planning for their lesson.  Curriculum enrichment assignments 
include journal writing, textbook assignment and group projects creating a 
professional portfolio, and team teaching responsibilities.  Juniors and Seniors in 
these courses have the opportunity to work at Carriage Elementary School 
between 10 am and 11 am M, T, W, and Friday mornings.*  Upon completion of 
four sections of either of these courses and enrollment in the ROP portion of this 
course student can take a challenge test for college credit.  Sierra College offers 
7 college units and American River College offers 3 college units.   
 
*Students will need to have permission from parents to be able to take advantage 
of this opportunity. 
________________________________________________________________ 
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EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT (ROP) 
(Elective Credit) 
Grades:  11-12  
Prerequisite: Must be at least 16 yrs. of age 
 

DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to provide a brief overview of child 
development from birth through school aged children. Lessons will focus on how 
to guide young children in a positive manner, how to avoid power struggles, how 
to gain willing cooperation, what constitutes a positive learning environment and 
what is age appropriate.  Career search skills will be introduced, culminating with 
a practice interview in the community.   Curriculum enrichment assignments 
include journal writing, textbook assignment and group projects creating a 
professional portfolio and a business plan. Once classroom assignments are 
completed, students will attend their off-campus worksites for intern hours on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and report to Mesa Verde for ROP Class 
on Thursday.    Their individual work hours are to be attended as scheduled. 
Upon completion of four sections of either of these courses student can take a 
challenge test for college credit.  Sierra College offers 7 college units and 
American River College offers 3 college units.   All students (CVE are Paid, ROP 
are Unpaid) will be required to turn in weekly hours attended off campus. 

  
________________________________________________________________ 

CAREERS WITH CHILDREN (ROP) 
(Elective Credit)   
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  16 yrs. old and over – 4th period Only 
 

DESCRIPTION:  Learn about child development and appropriate activities for 
children.   This course prepares students to challenge Early Childhood Education 
course at the local community colleges.  TB test required and information will be 
provided by the instructor.  Must  be fingerprinted if 18 yrs. ( Internship) 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL 
PROGRAMS (ROP) 

  

 _____________________________________________________  
ROP  
(Elective Credit – 20 credits per term possible) 
Grade: 11-12 (over 16 years old) 
Periods 1&2 or 3&4   
Prerequisite:  Must apply for specific course separately.   
Sign up to see Mrs. Rudek in Counseling Office (Cooperative 
Vocational Education) (CVE) 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The Regional Occupation Program (ROP) offers 
tuition-free career preparation training through the Sacramento 
County Office of Education.  Students can also receive credit for 
working through ROP.  ROP courses are taught at various high 
schools and worksites in the Sacramento area; students must provide 
their own transportation to and from class and training sites.  In a 
typical ROP course, students receive 8-12 weeks of classroom 
instruction (three hours per day) before being placed at a training site 
(internship).  
 _____________________________________________________  
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT COURSE 
OFFERINGS 

  

 ______________________________________________________________  
EARTH SCIENCE 
(Physical Science Credit) 

Grade: 9   

Prerequisite: None  
 
DESCRIPTION:  Earth Science is a survey science course generally taken by all 
freshman students. The four components of the course include geology (study of 
the solid earth and mechanisms that cause changes), oceanography (study of 
the oceans and associated environments), meteorology (study of the weather 
and mechanisms of the atmosphere) and astronomy (study of celestial bodies 
and phenomenon outside of the earth). Many aspects of biology, chemistry and 
physics are incorporated into this course so as to prepare students for further 
study in higher-level science classes. 
 
 _____________________________________________________________ 
PRE-HONORS EARTH SCIENCE 
(Physical Science Credit)  
Grade: 9   
Prerequisite: Advanced or Proficient STAR exam scores. Instructor approval.   
 
DESCRIPTION:  Mandatory prerequisite for Honors Biology. The four 
components of the course include geology (study of the solid earth and 
mechanisms that cause changes), oceanography (study of the oceans and 
associated environments), meteorology (study of the weather and mechanisms 
of the atmosphere) and astronomy (study of celestial bodies and phenomenon 
outside of the earth). Many aspects of biology, chemistry and physics are 
incorporated into this course so as to prepare students for Honors and AP level 
science courses. 
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
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BIOLOGY  
(Life Science Credit) 
Meets UC and CSU requirements. 
Grade: 10 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Earth Science. Completion of Algebra 1 highly 
recommended.  
 
DESCRIPTION: Biology is a laboratory science course that covers the study of 
living things. Biology focuses on the study of life by examining the five 
fundamental concepts of cellular biology, genetics, ecology, evolution and 
physiology.  The scientific process and laboratory skills are emphasized along 
with biology’s connections to other scientific disciplines.  
 
________________________________________________________________ 
HONORS BIOLOGY  
(Life Science Credit) 
 Meets UC and CSU requirements. 
Grade: 9  
Prerequisite:  “B” or better in Honors Earth Science and instructor approval. 
Advanced or Proficient on STAR Exam. Completion of Algebra 1.  
 
DESCRIPTION: The study of  Biology focuses examining the five fundamental 
concepts of cellular biology, genetics, ecology, evolution and physiology.  The 
scientific process and laboratory skills are emphasized along with biology’s 
connections to other scientific disciplines. Honors Biology is rigorous college prep 
based course which uses an inquiry based approached that prepares students 
for AP Biology. This course requires a considerable commitment to study both 
inside and outside the classroom and involves an online component.  
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
AP BIOLOGY 
(Life Science Credit)  
Meets UC and CSU requirements. 
Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Honors Biology or Biology, Honors Chemistry or Chemistry. 
Instructor approval.  
 
DESCRIPTION:  The Advanced Placement Biology course is designed to be the 
equivalent of an introductory college course taken by biology majors.  The eight 
major themes form the AP Biology Course Description (science as a process; 
evolution; energy transfer; continuity and change; structure and function; 
regulation; interdependence; science, technology, and nature) will be the primary 
focus during the course.  In addition, the role of evolution in each of these will be 
discussed.  At least 25% of instructional time will be devoted to the 12 AP Labs 
and, if time permits, additional related lab activities.  All lab activities are 
designed to stress biology as a process, requiring students to follow the Scientific 
Method. 
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 ______________________________________________________________  
CHEMISTRY 
(Physical Science Credit)  
Meets UC and CSU requirements. 
Grades: 10-12   
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in Algebra 2, Geometry, Biology, and Earth 
Science. 
 
DESCRIPTION:  General Chemistry presents topics that include properties of 
matter, atomic theory and structure, chemical equations and calculations, acids, 
bases and salts, solutions, chemical equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, periodic 
trends of elements, molecules and complex compounds, quantitative analysis 
and organic compounds.  Hands-on laboratory assignments will emphasize the 
course content whereby students will gain experience in observing, collecting, 
and analyzing experimental data. 
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
HONORS CHEMISTRY  
(Physical Science Credit) 
Meets UC and CSU requirements. 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: “B” or better in Algebra 2, Geometry, Honors Biology, and Earth 
Science, Advanced or Proficient on STAR science test score, instructor approval. 
Prerequisite for AP Biology. 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Honors Chemistry provides a rigorous curriculum to prepare 
students for college chemistry and AP Biology. Topics that include properties of 
matter, atomic theory and structure, chemical equations and calculations, acids, 
bases and salts, solutions, chemical equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, periodic 
trends of elements, molecules and complex compounds, quantitative analysis 
and organic compounds.  Hands-on laboratory assignments will emphasize the 
course content whereby students will gain experience in observing, collecting, 
and analyzing experimental data.  
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
PHYSICS 
(Physical Science Credit) 
Meets UC and CSU A-G entrance requirements. 
Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: "C" grade or better in Algebra 1, Geometry, and Earth Science.  
Prerequisite for AP Biology. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Topics include motion, gravity, momentum, forces, friction, 
energy, heat, mechanical waves, sound, light, optics, magnetism, electricity, 
electronics, nuclear properties, relativity and cosmology. Hands-on laboratory 
work, demonstrations, and classroom discussions are the core of the course. 
 
 ______________________________________________________________  
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HONORS PHYSICS  
(Physical Science Credit) 
Meets UC and CSU entrance requirements. 
Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: “B” or better in Algebra 2, Geometry, Biology, and Earth Science. 
Completion of, or concurrent enrollment in trigonometry. Advanced or Proficient 
on STAR science test. Instructor approval.  
 
DESCRIPTION:  Honors Physics provides a rigorous, math based curriculum to 
prepare students for college physics. Topics include motion, gravity, momentum, 
forces, friction, energy, heat, mechanical waves, sound, light, optics, magnetism, 
electricity, electronics, nuclear properties, relativity and cosmology. Hands-on 
laboratory work, demonstrations, and classroom discussions are the core of the 
course. 

 ______________________________________________________________  
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    DRIVERS ED 
 

 

 

 

 ______________________________________________________________  

(Driver Ed Credit)  
(9 weeks) 
Grades: 9-12  
Prerequisite:  None. 

 

DESCRIPTION:  Driver Education students must complete 30 hours of class time 
to receive DMV certificate (no make ups or transfer of hours).   

 ______________________________________________________________  
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HEALTH 

 
 ______________________________________________________________  

HEALTH  
(Health Credit) 
Grades: 9-12 (9 weeks) 
Prerequisite:  None 
 

DESCRIPTION:  Health and Safety are a one- semester course which meets the 
state requirements in Health, Safety and First Aid.  Three weeks of Health are 
devoted to “Family Life.”  Parents must sign permission slips for their 
sons/daughters to be included in this portion of the class. 

 ______________________________________________________________  
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

 
________________________________________________________________ 

U S HISTORY  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 11  
Prerequisite: None  
 

DESCRIPTION:  This course presents a survey of economic, political, social and 
geographical aspects of U.S. History in a chronological framework.  After an 
overview of early American history through the Reconstruction Era, major areas 
of study include Industrialization, reform, World War I, the Depression and the 
New Deal, World War II, the Cold War, Civil Rights and issues facing 
contemporary America.  

________________________________________________________________ 

HONORS U.S. HISTORY  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grades 11 
Prerequisite: An “A” or “B” in Honors World History or an “A” in World History 
World History must have teacher recommendation.  Must also be enrolled in   
Honors English 3 during the same term 
  

DESCRIPTION:  The Honors U.S. History course is designed for high ability 
college bound students and while the course of study is similar, it differs from the 
U.S. History course in several ways.  This course includes more historical 
content presented with a greater depth than the regular course and exposes 
students to additional opportunities for critical thinking, including the analysis and 
interpretation of primary sources, documentary materials, maps, statistical tables 
and pictorial and graphic evidence of historical events.  Students must be 
concurrently enrolled in Honors English 3, enabling them to gain a greater 
understanding of how the history of the times is reflected in literature of the era.  
Emphasis is also placed in the development of more sophisticated writing skills.  

________________________________________________________________ 
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AMERICAN GOVERNMENT  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 12 (9 weeks) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  American Government, the culminating course in the Social 
Studies Department, prepares students for their role as citizens in a constitutional 
republic.  Topics of study include the fundamental principles and moral values 
underlying American democracy, the scope and limits of the rights and 
obligations of democratic citizens, the unique roles and responsibilities of the 
three branches of government under the U.S. Constitution, landmark U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions, elections at the national, state and local levels, the 
powers and procedures of state and local government, and an examination of 
different political systems.  

________________________________________________________________ 

AP U.S. AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 12  
Prerequisite:  Must have an “A” or “B” in Honors U.S. History or an “A” in U.S. 
History and teacher recommendation 
  
DESCRIPTION:  This course is for high ability students who wish to complete 
studies in what is equivalent to a one semester college course in United States 
government preparing them for the Advanced Placement test in AP Government 
and Politics.  Areas of study include the constitutional underpinnings of American 
Government, political behavior, the institutions of national government, public 
policy and civil rights and civil liberties.  
________________________________________________________________ 
ECONOMICS  
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade: 12 (9 weeks) 
Prerequisite: None 
  
DESCRIPTION:   This course covers basic economic concepts established by 
the state standards.  Topics of study include economic indicators, scarcity, 
opportunity costs; the market system, freedom of choice, private ownership, profit 
and loss, consumer skills; labor relations and the government, monetary and 
fiscal policy; financial institutions, the business cycle, inflation, deflation and 
unemployment; the historic theory of  
economics and comparative systems, international trade, and U.S. economic 
history.  Students will be provided with opportunities to use the tools of analysis 
such as charts, graphs, and statistics and to develop critical thinking skills. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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AP MICRO ECONOMICS   
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirement 
Grade: 11 or 12 
Prerequisite: 
 
DESCRIPTION:   This course is designed to prepare students for the AP 
Macroeconomics test.  Students study basic economic concepts, measuring 
economic performance, aggregate demand and supply, monetary and fiscal 
policies, economic stability, and international economics.  This class requires a 
mathematics background, especially in regards to graphing and algebraic skills. 
 

POLITICAL SCIENCE:  YOU AND THE LAW:  CIVIL LAW 
(Elective Credit)   
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  11-12 (9 weeks) 
Prerequisite: None  
 
Description: This course is designed to introduce students to the American legal 
system in a way which provides information, practical advice, and a better 
understanding of the many laws which seem to saturate American society.  
Areas of study include legal terminology, contract law, tort law (having to do with 
liability and lawsuits), family law, intellectual property law, Small Claims, and civil 
trial procedure.  Students will also discuss current issues and controversies 
related to the law.  This class is interactive, with many small group activities and 
roleplaying which allows students to take on the roles of judges, attorneys,  
witnesses and members of a jury. 
 

POLITICAL SCIENCE:  YOU AND THE LAW:  CRIMINAL LAW 
(Elective Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  11-12 (9 weeks) 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to introduce students to the American 
legal system in a way which provides information, practical advice, and a better 
understanding of the many laws which seem to saturate American society.  
Areas of study include the causes of crime, law enforcement procedures:  arrest, 
search and seizure, suspect interrogation, the criminal courts, trial procedure, 
and the correctional system.  Students will also discuss current issues and 
controversies related to the law.  This class is interactive, with many small group 
activities and roleplaying which allows students to take on the roles or judges, 
attorneys, witnesses and members of a jury. 
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PSYCHOLOGY:  SOCIAL 
(Elective Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  11-12 (9 weeks) 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course, which is connected to both the social sciences and 
the natural sciences, explores the influences of society on individual behavior 
and group relationships, as well as the explanations for human behavior.  By 
learning about social aspects of human behavior, students will gain insight into 
their own behavior, as well as their relationships with others.  Areas of study 
include an introduction to social psychological theories, learning and cognitive 
processes, therapy and change. 
 

PSYCHOLOGY:  BEHAVIOR AND DEVELOPMENT 
(Elective Credit) 
Meets UC/CSU A-G requirements 
Grade:  11-12 (9 weeks) 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
DESCRIPTION:  This course, which is connected to both the social sciences and 
the natural sciences, focuses on individual behavior, as well as the biological and 
cognitive explanations for human behavior.  By learning about the biological 
aspects of human behavior, students will gain insight into their own behavior.  
Major emphasis will be placed on research methods, stages in childhood and 
adolescence, how the brain works, altered states of consciousness, 
psychological testing, and psychological disorders. 
________________________________________________________________ 
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS – VAPA 
(Meets Fine Arts graduation requirements) 

Visual Arts- 2 Dimensional Art Courses 
 

Mesa Verde offers an exciting and challenging sequential drawing and painting 
Program, offering a variety of classes including: Art Studio, Art 1, Beginning 
Drawing & Painting, Advanced Drawing & Painting. ALL COURSES 18 Weeks. 
 

Art Studio (Mixed Media)  
Meets UC / CSU "F" requirements 
Grades:  9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 
 
Description: Art Studio (Mixed Media) is a beginning level art exploration 
course. This course will introduce students to 4 genres of art making with a focus 
on arts career potential. The genres are: Cartooning, Architectural Drafting, 
Graphic Design and Printmaking. Students will work within these units on basic 
assignments that will focus on history, hand technique, vocabulary of terms, and 
art production. Exploration of these subjects may interest students to go further 
into the use of technology and current trends in the career path. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Art 1  
Meets UC / CSU "F" requirements 
Grades:  9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 
 
Description: Art 1 is a beginning art class in which students will gain an 
understanding of: vocabulary of art, color theory, right brain perception, 
perspective, drawing, and art history. This class provides students with a wide 
range of opportunities to experiment with materials such as pencil, oil pastel, 
charcoal, color pencil, etc.  
This class is the prerequisite for all other art classes offered and provides a 
sound foundation in the design principles and elements of art. 
________________________________________________________________ 
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Beginning Drawing & Painting  
Meets UC / CSU "F" requirements 
Grades:  10-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Art 1 with a grade of “C”, or approval 
of the instructor. 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 
 
Description:  Beginning Drawing & Painting is a 2nd year art class where 
students will refine skills and concepts taught in the prerequisite (Art 1) and 
develop competencies in more complex and meaningful works of art. Students 
will be able to expand skills and knowledge in drawing, as well as the introduction 
of painting using Tempera and Watercolor. Other experiences include: art 
production, interpretation, evaluation and historical and cultural perspectives. 
Students will combine art practice and critical thinking skills. This challenging 
curriculum will prepare students to take more Adv. Art. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Advanced Drawing & Painting  
Meets UC/CSU "F" requirements 
Grades:  11-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Art 1 & Beg. Draw/Paint with a 
grade of “C”, or approval of the instructor. 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 With other costs based on individual needs. 
 
Description:  Advanced Drawing & Painting is a 3rd year culminating art 
class. This class is repeatable for students focused on a proven career goal in 
visual arts.  
Students will be guided to use professional materials, such as acrylic paint, 
Prisma color pencils, to express personal, social, historical and technical 
perspectives producing increasingly more complex and meaningful artworks in 
drawing, and painting. Students will solve artistic problems in creative, 
independent and individual ways. Student artwork will be of a quality appropriate 
for AP/college/career portfolios and public displays. Students will be required to 
participate in public display of their artwork and assist in staffing and community 
outreach in the Mesa Verde Art Gallery. This course will help students explore art 
as a fulfilling personal form of expression and a possible career. 
________________________________________________________________ 
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Advanced Drawing & Painting Level II  
Meets UC/CSU “F” requirements 
Grades:  10-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Adv. Draw/paint with a grade of “C”, 
or approval of the instructor. 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 with other costs based on individual needs. 
 
Description: Advanced Drawing & Painting II is a challenging 4th year art 
class designed for individual specialization in subject matter, media selection, 
and historic contributions to the creative process. Many art problems are based 
on AP portfolio requirements (see College Boards). Students will work one to one 
with the instructor, focusing on quality, creativity and production using materials 
of the student’s choice. Students will create a series of works to be displayed at 
the end of the term. Ongoing as well as a formal critique of the series will occur 
with dialogue between the student and staff. Students are required to show their 
work publicly. Level II will prepare high performing art students for AP, college, 
and a lifelong enjoyment of making art. 
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Visual Arts- 3-
Dimentional/Sculpture Arts Courses 
Mesa Verde offers and exciting Sculpture Program, offering a variety of 
classes including: Beginning Ceramics, Advanced Ceramics, Art Studio 

Sculpture, and Jewelry Making.  ALL COURSES 18 Weeks. 
 

Beginning Ceramics  
Meets UC/CSU "F" requirements 
Grades:  9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 
 
Description: Beginning Ceramics utilizes simple techniques to hand-built pottery 
and ceramic sculpture.  Basic skills are discussed, modeled, and applied in 
student driven projects.  Techniques such as pinch-pots, slab rolls, and coils are 
highlighted.  

Advanced Ceramics 
Meets UC/CSU "F" requirements 
Grades:  10-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Beginning Ceramics with a grade of 
“C”, or approval of the instructor 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 with other costs based on individual needs. 
 
Description: Advanced Ceramics encourages students who have already taken 
Beginning Ceramics to explore more Advanced techniques to hand-built pottery 
and sculpture.  It also delivers instruction concerning pottery thrown on the 
potter’s wheel.  Advanced glazes and firing techniques are encouraged.  In 
addition, this class places emphasis on the solution to art related questions and 
ideas. This course is repeatable for credit. 
 

Art Studio Mixed Media (Sculpture)  
Meets UC/CSU "F" requirements 
Grades:  9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 With other costs based on individual needs. 
 
Description:  Art Studio Sculpture surveys a variety of sculpture media including 
wood, metal, wire, clay, paper maché, found objects, ready made, installation art, 
and more.   These sculptures are inspired and developed from a historic and 
cultural perspective.  An emphasis is placed on the making process and 
production of artwork.  
________________________________________________________________ 
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Art Workshop (Jewelry)  
Meets UC/CSU "F" requirements 
Grades:  9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
*Art materials donation: $25.00 With other costs based on individual needs. 
 
Description: Art Workshop Jewelry Making introduces you to the wonderful 
world of wire jewelry. With design assistance and creative inspiration you will 
understand how beaded jewelry is made.  Learn to wire links, fabricate your own 
findings like clasps and ear wires, endings, and chains. Students taking this class 
a second time will be introduced to soldering, patina and torch techniques.  The 
class will supply the tools and the wire needed to complete the assignment and 
learn the technique.  If students would like to use beads, they will need to 
supply their own. All items made in the class, including wire, remain the 
property of the school unless purchased by the student for a nominal fee. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Regarding Donation of Art Supply $25.00 Fee…Your legal rights as a 
student… Per state code: “Art fees can be required if the District property (Art 
materials) will be converted to the student’s personal property (art work) (at the   
option of the student) and taken home.  
 
While the District may charge fees for certain activities, the fees may be 
exempted for financial hardship…. No student will be denied an education 
because he/she could not pay for supplies, lab expenses, PE clothes, and the 
like…   Yes, a school may request a donation or contribution from a family, 
but the donation or contribution cannot be mandatory, and a student 
cannot be denied an educational opportunity if he/she is unable to pay the 
“donation” requested…. It should be clear to the student/family that the 
donation is optional and that the student will not be denied participation if a 
donation is not made. Remember, too, that a student cannot be singled out or 
treated differently because the student is unable to pay a requested fee”. 
 
Please keep in mind that your $25 donation is THE main funding for your 
art supplies. Without this funding choices will be limited. 

 ___________________________________________________  
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Performing Arts- Theater Courses 
*Performing Arts at Mesa include a 
sequential learning experience in 

Dramatic Arts and Music 

____________________________________ 
Beginning Drama  
Meets UC/CSU "F" requirements 
Grades:  9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Beginning Drama students begin to learn theatre basics:  stage terminology, 
character analysis, acting skills, including voice, body and movement.  Focus is 
placed on creative discovery through both writing and improvisation.  Strong 
Leadership skills are taught in a fun collaborative process.  This is a class where 
you discover just how amazing you really are!   Students work on Monologues 
and Scenes, and get to perform in a Variety Show, which showcases their 
creative efforts. 
 

Advanced Drama  
UC/CSU "F" requirements 
Grades:  10-12 
Prerequisite: Students should have passed Beginning Drama with a grade of 
“C”, or approval of the instructor. 
 
Description: Advanced Drama students continue to learn, explore and develop 
their theatre skills while being challenged to deepen their understanding of self 
(mind, body and voice) and others (empathy).  The Advanced Drama Student 
engages in script and character analysis, classroom performances, school 
performances, acting competitions, group projects, and an end-of the year 
production that is the ultimate talent showcase!  
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 Performing Arts - Media Courses 
 
Radio/Television Production  
(Elective Credit) 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite:  Teacher permission required  
 

Description: Radio-TV Production class is an entry level introduction to the 
videography, editing, and creating of student-based DVDs: sports highlights, 
theatre productions, dances, and band & choir concerts, along with covering on-
campus classes and activities. The students will learn how to create 
commercials, Public Service Announcements, school features and instructional 
videos.  The current final is the creation of a music video or the making of a 
movie. These skills will translate into practical use in recording weddings, 
anniversaries, birthdays and other special events in the future either as 
employment or as a parent. 
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Elective Community Service 
Courses 

                                          (*Teacher Permission Required) 
 ______________________________________________________________  
STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
(Elective Credit) 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite:  2.5 GPA, no F’s on last report card, and instructor permission.  
Meets elective graduation requirement 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Provides an opportunity to students to learn parliamentary 
procedure, to function as committee members in planning and conducting activity 
programs for the student body, and to learn the processes of developing and 
controlling budgets.  Leadership skills are developed as students become 
involved in the day-to-day operation of the student council and the student 
activity programs such as rallies, assemblies, dances, homecoming, etc.  All 
students holding an elected student body or class office must be enrolled in the 
class.  Students need not be an elected officer to be a member of the class. 
 

______________________________________________________________________  
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______________________________________________________________________  

INSIDE WORK EXPERIENCE (IWE/TA) 
(Elective Credit) 
Teacher Aide and Office experience. 
Grade:  11-12 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Under the guidance of the teacher, carry out tasks with little or 
no direct adult supervision.  Position requires strict confidentiality, good 
judgment, follow school guidelines, and be an example to others by following the 
school code in dress and conduct.  

 

 ___________________________________________________________  

 IWE / TA 


